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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

1. Fate of asireraft production:
25X1

25X1

| | uireraft being fowead
from the plant to and from the factory fileld, From late in 1947
until June of 1948,he often counted the number of planes belng
tLowed to the factory field., The PUWs often discussed that
gnother bateh of 8 to 10 plunes had arrived. An average of

7 %0 10 planes was observed on the road ewsry day. VWhen told
that other PWs ssid the plant produced only thres plenes a day,

| !tnis was impossible, ie bused his opinion on
S oatene ) iet workers and Tellow Pis, repeatedly

counted 40 to 50 planes parked at the field. DSuech & number ssemed
glausible, as 7 to 10 aircraft arrived every day, remuined at

vie field for L or 5 days for testing, and were then retwned to
the alreraft plant,

25X1

25X1 :
25X1

2. Fiying:
. DBesides test flights vwith Jet fighters, there was littlg
ilying. Courier plsnes coming from 1i0SCUW lanced at the field
c3versl times emch month., According to Soviet vorkers, thesse
courier planes brought orders for we aireraft plant. After a
“sw hours, the aircraft took off again,

", Five or six jet fighters were seen on the taxiway at the
zame time. They were started several times and 8xchanged once
ur twice ewery day.

At Tirst, noise similar to that produced
iy a two-stroke engine was heard,

This continued for sseveral
~iputes; then a high-pitched and luud howling sound was heard.
shortly afterwards,the plane began to taxi ané had cleared

the ground after 330 et at most,
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¢. 4 forier Ceraan officer and flight instructor fo
fighters, Buron von LILINTHAL, told the Fis that, azcgiging
to his expsrience, these Jet ylenes reach an sltituds of at
least €,€00 Teet after 50 seconds, but that their speed '

wass sbout 190 miles below the waximum speed sttalined by the
German j@. planes.

d. “hen the jet planes flew over the group of vorking Dhs,

a shrill howiing sound was hesrd., The slanes made a

sudden landing approsch without circling the field as the
courier planes did. -The Jet plunes rolled to & stop about
850 feet alfter touching the ground. Former air force of'ficexs
estimated the landing speed at about 190 mph.

e, The a;rcraft were vary maneuverable. Acrobuatics performad
ut 8 considerubla altitude were scen dally. A woman pilot
was purticilarly exceilent at this. :

£, Ten Soviet Ailr Force officers were test pilots, incluviing
five women btz tween 25 amd 3H years old. The ground per-
sornel totaisd .about 40 men.

g. The alrfield was run by the Soviet Alr Force. fThe test
wilots som2tlmes wore civilian clothes,

Descriptior. of the observed jet fighters (see Annex):

4. One jet oengine, mounted ha 1f umnier Tuselasge, half in front
section of ruseluge, length of engine about €1 feet, extending
from nose as far as aboul 16 inches beyond leading edga of
wing. oir exhaust outlet in conspicuous step of fuselugs .,
cylindsr=-shaped turbine (source saw the loading of & turbine at
the plant where he worked for some weeks L1 1948}, Diapeter
of turbine: 36 inches. Sterting motor similar to LK. moter.
“hen it wes pointed out the t the length of the turbine wes
previously elven at asbout 15 feet, | jthe =zir-
cruft was 26 % Teet long. Tne section of the engine frO@
the nose #s far as lhs lezding edge of the wing was one fourth
the totel length of the jlane.

25X1

Lov.-ving monoplane with little or no sweeép=
vack wnd slightly dihedral ., Leading edge tmperin52 trailing
edge almosth straigbt, tips rounded and very thin, wing 593n7
not more ihan 25,4 Teet, TFormer air force officers comucren
the wing span with +that of the =109, wing chord at roos
about 5 feet, vht tips about 2 § feet,

be  Tings:

1 ¢ S i scembly set above rear
¢, Tall asasembly: Singls rudder astem '

section of fuselage- flevator assembly sat at fame level
as rudder 535embly. lointed rear saction of fuselage coa-
spicuously JTo jacting beyond tail assembly.

d Lunding g8uT: Tuo wheels under wings retractigg ogzggrd
i;to nacelles, distance of vheels 72 inches at mos”bfu;elaee
wheel unuer turbine, about 20 inches behind nose Ob 8,

retractivg inwards

25X1
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e. Fuselags: Slightly more compuact than the le-109,

ot?tuse nose, rear btupering almost to a point., Section

of fuselape forwerd of wings onme faurth the total length of

the fusslags. Length about 26 ¢ feet. Freviously stated

lengths of 30 andé 36 feet were considersd impossible ] . 25X
25X [ 1 Diameter of fuselage at wing section 3,3 feet, 1

f. Cockpit: Flat, aboub 16 inches high, front section
with & pronoanced slant. Rear section almost straight,
beginning =zt leading edgs and extending beyond treiling
edga so thet the groundward vision of observer was un-
limited. Two seats (pilot and observer) facing in oppo-
site directions. Flexiglass canopye.

. Armament: Two rigid heuvy machine cuns projecting

aboyt 10 irchas from each of the leading sdres of wings

ri utting covers: over these

four machire guns aftex each Tending ). according to air

force officsers, the mmchine guns werse of 13,8 mm caliber,

definitely not 7.65 mm; The first maciine gun was mours ed

wbout 20 inzhes from the fuselage; the two inachine guns

of emch wing were 30 inches apart. | | 25X1 |
only airerefi fitted with four machine guns lhe believed 1t ;
possible thut some of the zircraft were sGuipped with only

two machine guns., The plans was also fitted with one 20 mm

cammon firing through the sir iptake. A bomb releass mechanism

was not seon- i

25X1

h, buint: Azurs, A white Soviet star with a two inch red .
poraer was aintsd on each side of the fuselage and upnder .
gucih _of the wings. / ’ 25X1

3. TFuseluse snd wings o¥ smooth duraluminum.
k. One antenns sxtended from the cenber of the cockplt us :
far as the ©tuil assenbly. s:
L. The factory field about two wiles east_cf the plant had an

sbout 4,000 x lb5-fooi mimway which had a 6-inch concrete
layar. Fiva jet fiphters sould be yarked cide by side on
the tunway. Iurther details vere not aveileble.

25X1A ,
| | Comment :

a. This repori and two previous reporte’ consbitute the only information
available on 2 two-seat jet fighter (seats facing in opposite direction)
tuilt in TBILISI, The data contained in the report must be viewed criti-
cally until the existence of such an aireraft design is confirmed by .-
further returnees. - : ’

b, The statements contained in the second part of this report are incor-

rectAppievesifiarReledst 2063408/ 0. ChA-REPUIS45PROGABOVITBORS. 11 ob-

served jet fighter. Adawiﬁcﬁﬁe ﬁui Tlx‘as never existed in Germany,
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although there was a 13.1 mm machine gun 131. It is assumed that the
observed armament was a Soviet type 1.7 mm machine gun. The location
of the 20 mm cannon in the center of the air jintake is likewise the
result of an error in observation|

25X1 -] ] The length and wing span of the alrcraft seem to
be underestimated, a fact which may have led to the mistaken statemeri
that the exhaust outlet of the turbine was a short distance behind tie
leading edge of the wings and not, as in reality, put in line with the
trailing edge.’ ‘ '

25X1X

1 Annex: Jet fighter observed in TBILISI

25X1A
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